
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 12th – Sunday 18th July 

 

Monday 

Reading – 2 Corinthians Chapter 6, verse 1 to Chapter 7, verse 1 

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says, 

“In the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. 

We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be 
discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great 

endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in 
hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in 

the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and 

dishonour, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet 
regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet 

always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything. 

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are not 
withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair 
exchange - I speak as to my children - open wide your hearts also. Do not be yoked 

together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is 

there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: 

“I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
people.” 

 
Therefore, 

“Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will 
receive you.” 

 
And, 

 

“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 
Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your grace. You give it to us, even though we don’t deserve it. Help 
us, as Paul says to the Corinthians, not to receive your grace in vain, but rather to receive it 

knowing that we could never receive a gift so amazing and so perfect. May we live lives that show 
that grace to others, and may we, who are already your children through faith, bring to others the 
wonderful truth that you are their Father and they are your children. You are our, and the worlds, 

salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen 

 



Tuesday  

Reading – Psalm 133 

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 

It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robes. 

It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

Lord God, how pleasant and good it is when we all live in harmony together and when we are all 
your people. Lord God, may your kingdom come to earth again, and may the whole world turn to 
you so that we can all truly be your people together. Bring harmony and peace to this world, at a 

time when both of those things seem a distance away. And help us all to work for the good of each 
other, just as your Son worked for the good of all, and saved us from sin and ourselves. Bestow 

your blessing on us, your people, and bring all people to you to receive that same blessing. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 11, verses 25 to 27 

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 

Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 

Lord Jesus, thank you that my your words and your actions you revealed the Father to us and to all 
people who would come to you and have their eyes opened. Help us to do your will, and open the 
eyes of others who don’t know you and, therefore, don’t know their heavenly Father either. May 

your word continue to reveal the Father to all who read it and learn from it, and may we continue to 
be awe of the fact that we can know our Father God, because we know you, and never take that 

relationship for granted. In your name we pray, Amen 

 

 

Thursday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 11, verses 28 to the end 

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Lord Jesus, in this world at the moment, weary and burdened is how a lot of people are feeling. 
May all those who are weary, burdened and just feel like they have nothing left, come to know you 
as their Saviour, and, as they do so, come to for the rest that only you can give. Help us all to learn 

from you and be gentle and humble in our hearts, and, as we do so, help us to feel rest for our 
troubled souls. Thank you that your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Amen 

 



Friday 

Reading – 2 Corinthians Chapter 9, verses 6 to the end 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever.” 

 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 

your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which 
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and 
with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of 

the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

Lord Jesus, help us, your people, to give whatever we give cheerfully and happily, be that our time, 
our love or our money. Help us to give you the glory through what we do and what we give, and 

help us to come to you for all things, knowing that, through the indescribable gift of your grace that 
your Father has given us, we can do just that. May we confess the gospel through everything we 

do, everything we think and everything we say, so that we may play our part in your heavenly 
harvest. May our lives be lives of thanksgiving to you, our Lord and our salvation, Amen 

Saturday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 22, verses 14 to 23 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I 
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat 

it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell 
you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to betray me is 

with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man 
who betrays him!” They began to question among themselves which of them it might be 

who would do this. 

Lord Jesus, as we read your giving of the first communion over two thousand years ago, we thank 
you for what it meant. We thank you for the new covenant you bought to earth that we try to follow 

in our daily lives. May we remember this meal every time we eat bread and every time we drink 
wine, so that it will always be fresh in our minds. An may we never forget the two commandments 
that envelope your new covenant – to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, all our minds and 

all our souls, and to love our neighbours as ourselves. May we live to let other know about the new 
covenant in you so that they too may live for you and know your wonderful presence in their lives. 

Amen. 



Sunday 

Reading – Ephesians Chapter 2, verses 11 to the end 

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the 

body by human hands) - remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without 
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands 

and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, 
thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away 

and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by 
one Spirit. 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Lord Jesus, thank you that because you came to earth, died and were risen to life, we can know 
that all Christians are part of the same family. We also know that nothing can separate us from the 

love of God, love that we can know is ours because of you. We are fellow citizens with all your 
people and members of the household of God. Thank you Lord Jesus, that through you we are 

being built together as a dwelling in which our Father God will live through his Spirit. May the holy 
Spirit pour down on us today, and, through that Spirit, may God truly live in us. Amen 

 

 

 


